THE  MATERIALIST CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
incoherently, headings, etc.; the whole a kind of draft of
what was destined to complete and to illustrate Marx's
thought. The Introduction to the Criticism of Political
Economy remained unfinished, a fragment. Marx never
found the necessary time to write a complete work in
which to expound his Theory of History ; he only sowed
the seed from which a new philosophy of history was
to germinate. In his other writings, as, for instance, in
Hired Labour and Capital and in Capital itself, we find
some similar utterances; in his historical writings like
The l8th Brumaire and Class Struggle in France we
may see illustrations of his opinions on history, but
nothing important is added to the theory. Only in a
posthumous work by Marx and Engels, German Ideo-
logy, which was not published until 1933, do we find,
though interspersed with diffuse polemics against several
philosophic writers of the period, some interesting pages
on the subject. And in various writings of Friedrich
Engels, as well as in his correspondence, there are
numerous remarks to be found which may be regarded
as comments on the theory.
Marx offered no proofs for his theses ; he was satisfied
with enunciating them. We shall, however, have to
examine not only the theses but also the proofs which
other writers have since tried to furnish.
There can be no doubt that the essential point, the
main issue of the theory, is contained in the second
proposition: " Conditions of production, taken as a
whole, constitute the economic structure of society ; this
is the material basis on which a superstructure of laws
and political institutions is raised and to which certain
forms of political consciousness correspond ".
The words " legal and political superstructure"
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